Bulletin 2001-12-10: Starting out with SAS 8.2 after using SAS 6.12

This is a DRAFT note: Please let me know of any additions/suggestions.  Thanks, Wendy Bergerud

This new version of SAS has many features which I don’t pretend to have fully explored.  But I do have some pointers for beginning to use SAS.  I hope that you find the following points of interest.  Please let me know of others I should add and/or how I can clarify the following notes.

1) The toolbar icons at the top of the window are different depending upon which window is ‘active’ or highlighted.  It is easy to modify them or move them around if you right-click on the tool-bar and choose customize from the pop-up menu.  Then choose the customize tab.

2) The results and explorer windows will prove to be very useful so don’t delete them.  But they don’t need to take up so much window space.  You can ‘undock’ them by activating the window then going to the Window drop down menu and unchecking docked.  They will then be available on the bottom bar.

3) I like to have the explorer window set up with two options you find on its toolbar: push in Toggle Details and Toggle Tree.

4) Saving your windows settings: After you have the windows set up the way you’d like you have to save it if you want to keep it.  You do this by: clicking on the Tool drop-down menu, choosing options, and then choose preferences.  Under the general tab, there is an option to Save settings on exit - check mark this one.  Then exit SAS to save the window settings.  Then restart SAS and go back and uncheck the Save settings on exit option so that subsequent changes don’t get saved.

5) All procedures will be using the new Output Delivery System (ODS) instead of the old OUT= options and OUTPUT OUT= statements.  See separate bulletin on ODS rudimentaries.  There is a lot of potential here, but we will cover only the bare bones.

6) You can use old SAS6.12 datasets directly in SAS8 or you can include the v6 ‘engine’ on your libname statement.  For older datasets, you must include the engine on the libname statement.  For old SAS6.04 datasets you would use v604.  See the bulletin on this - it is titled: Converting old datasets to version 8.

7) **Getting help - using the Help drop-down menu, the command line, and the online documentation.

8) New import facility works great for importing EXCEL spreadsheets etc.  But you must have loaded Access to PC File Formats when SAS8.2 was loaded onto your computer.
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